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For Immediate Release
Another 18 Acres Preserved in the Unami Creek Valley 

January 24, 2006 Pennsburg, PA – The rugged beauty of another 18.42 acres in the Unami Creek Valley will now be permanently preserved for future generations due to a conservation agreement with Montgomery County Lands Trust and the foresight of landowners Charles and Helen Higman. The preserved property located in Marlborough Township, and partially in Milford Township, Bucks County, straddles the dramatic Unami Creek, designated by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection as a high quality stream. It also lies within the nationally recognized Highlands Region, a region of forest, farmland, and rugged hills spanning 3.5 million acres including northwest Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, and south-central Pennsylvania.

The conservation easement, completed in December, 2005, adds yet another piece to a growing block of green forestland safeguarded through conservation efforts.  Adding to the preserved land in the Unami Valley that now totals more than 2,500 acres, the Higman property is adjacent to another 76 acres tract of land protected by Montgomery County Lands Trust and Natural Lands Trust in 2004. 
The conservation easement relied on the generosity of the Higmans. They sold the easement at a bargain price and donated a generous stewardship contribution to Montgomery County Lands Trust. Jake Lea, Director of Land Preservation for Montgomery County Lands Trust, says “the Higmans’ generosity provides another link in the ever-expanding preserved land in the Unami Forest. Helen and Charlie’s foresight and altruism are truly commendable.” 

Helen and Charlie continue to enjoy the diverse wildlife native to the creek valley.  Their kids are grown and now have seven grandchildren who, according to Charlie and Helen, are “another round who are enjoying the place.” They note that their aim “almost from the beginning was to keep the land as it is. We always wanted to help preserve this special creek and the valley.”

As a non-profit conservancy, Montgomery County Lands Trust works collaboratively with citizens, municipal leaders, community organizations, and other conservancies to permanently preserve land and to foster the wise stewardship of open space in our county.
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