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	 It’s the lament of frustrated travelers 
the world over. “You can’t get there 
from here!” In Montgomery County, 
avid trail users know that you can 
get plenty of places and go from here 
to there along scenic trails offering a 
stunning array of pleasures. One can 
take trails around pastures and through 
meadows, across historic bridges, along 
meandering creeks and streams. There 
are trails for bikers, for equestrians, and 
for walkers that accommodate history 
buffs, neighborhoods, boroughs, and 
towns.  
	 But even in the midst of this 
abundance of trail options, a group of 
citizens in Lower Moreland Township 
noticed that something is missing. The 
Cross-County Trail system needs a vital 
link that will result in a continuous 
swath of parkland from Montgomery 
County’s trails to the Delaware River. 
“This project has been a cooperative 
effort between the township and 
the business association, to spur 
revitalization—from both an aesthetic 
and economic standpoint,” says Richard 
Mellor, Lower Moreland Township 
Manager.
	 In fact, members of the Lower 
Moreland Business Association had 
asked the township to consider 
options for redeveloping the Philmont 
Avenue corridor. They saw this as an 
opportunity to create a more dynamic 
commercial center by connecting 
the historic commercial center to the 
regional trail system. It will also enhance 
mobility within Montgomery County, 
facilitate use of the regional rail system, 
create opportunities for safer commuting 
by bikers and walkers, and bring new 
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customers into the commercial district.  
	 “The goal is to create a more 
walkable community and to work with 
the county to make the connection to 
the cross county trail,” Richard Mellor 
says. The township commissioners 
approached the project thoughtfully, 
determined to proceed with a plan that 
would be both workable and that would 
provide opportunities for longer-term 
developments.  
	 The process began with a 
feasibility study and participation from 
stakeholder constituencies throughout 
the community. Public meetings and 
project brochures were distributed that 
included maps and graphic displays 
demonstrating the scope of the project. 
Interviews with residents and business 
owners were also incorporated into 
the study. The proposed greenway 
configuration arose from the input from 
residents, the project study committee, 
and a consulting firm hired by the 
township to assist in the process.  
	 The feasibility study reinforces 
the shared vision of Lower Moreland 
Township officials, business owners, 
and residents. They’re moving forward 
together on creating a greenway that 
will encourage local travel, reduce 
congestion and pollution, and encourage 
a healthier lifestyle. The study will 
also outline options for development 
of a village center at the crossroads 
of Philmont Avenue and Huntingdon 
Pike. The Philmont Avenue Greenway 
will have links to the Pennypack Trail, 
Montgomery County’s Cross-County 
Trail, and will close the gap between 
Pennypack Ecological Restoration Trust 
preserved lands and Lorimer Park.  
	  
 


