


U o, |

2009

Green Futures
Achievement Awards

MONTGOMERY TOWNSHIP'S MEMORIAIEG
PEACEFUL CONTEMPLATION IN THE MIDST OF
ACTIVE RECREATIONAL SPACES

Montgomery Township’s system The site is located along a major
of parks has been enthusiastically regional utility corridor where the
embrace by visitors who can choose township is planning construction
from a varied menu of outdoor options of a multi-use trail to link Memorial
in beautiful settings. From Autumn Grove to Horsham Township’s Chestnut
Woods to Windelstrae, the township’s  Creek Park. This connection, township
parks are lively centers of recreation,  officials say, will create more than an

featuring volleyball and basketball opportunity for people to enjoy two
courts, fields for soccer and baseball, parks. In their nomination for the
tennis courts, and picnic areas. The Green Futures Achievement Award,

importance of these parks and their the township noted “the new trail,
recreational opportunities grow as the along with these active community
population of the township increases.  parks and interconnecting fingers of

And the township’s unique Bark Park, parkland secured by Montgomery N
a fenced recreation area for dogs, is Township through various development \(
nothing to sniff at either. The Bark Park projects, create a mosaic of open space

is celebrated both by the dog owners  opportunities of which Memorial Grove "
and canines that regularly meet and playis the centerpiece.” ‘
there. It's a testament to the township’s Memorial Grove features a ten- N
eagerness to cater to a wide range of  foot tall bronze sundial showing the |

the township had purchased 23 acres as memorials in the park. The Shade
of open space in partnership with Tree Commission is making it possible
Montgomery County’s first open space for residents to purchase plaques for
program. This land had stood silently,  other trees in this special place. This
restricted to passive recreation use, but unique feature expands the emotional
with the potential to offer so much more. reach of Memorial Grove and allows

It was here that the township’s Shade the park’s impact to reach deeper and
Tree Commission saw an opportunity to wider throughout the community.

craft a counterpoint to the ball fields and Philosophers, artists, and writers
tennis courts. They created Memorial  throughout the centuries have sought
Grove, a venue where contemplation andnspiration through contemplation.
quiet appreciation of the landscape’s  The 2% century world crackles with
beauty predominate. With its woodlands the sounds of traffic, cell phones, and
and fields, the site offered a distinctive people hurrying to get from where they
profile and its proximity to other parks are to where they think they should
opened the possibility of building trails be. Memorial Grove provides a respite
that would connect the site to regional from the frantic pace and in a green and
parks and other communities. Turning  calming space.

this open space into Memorial Grove

was a five-year project.

tastes. passage of time along with bronze
In the center of all this activity, plagues dedicating individual trees



