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MUNICIPALITY OF NORRISTOWN:
TRANSFORMEDYBIREES

Norristown’s story is one
of survival, preservation, quiet
determination, and vision. For 300
years, Norristown has withessed
America’s march from colony to
independence to leadership in a
complicated world. Long recognized
as a center of commerce and industry,
Norristown today is reaching toward a
green future while preserving some of
the region’s most notable architecture
and art. From its Victorian mansions,
to the Court House designed by famed
architect Napoleon LeBrun, to the
Works Progress Administration murals
in the Post Office, Norristown is full of
surprises. Its civic energy is driving a
street-by-street transformation.

Nine years ago, Norristown’s
Council initiated a program aimed
at creating a more visitor-friendly
ambience throughout the municipality.
The trees that once shaded its streets
were aging and dying, robbing the
municipality of an environmental
treasure. Using a grant from
Montgomery County’s Revitalization
Program, Norristown Council
rejuvenated the shopping district on
West Marshall Street with new street
trees and sidewalks.

Two of the municipality’s most
heavily traveled roads, DeKalb Street
and Main Street, were next in line for
new trees. In 2005, Norristown’s Open
Space Plan focused on the benefits of
using trees to revitalize and renew
aging landscapes. The Council reached
out to the Morris Arboretum for
help in developing a comprehensive
inventory of the municipality’s trees
and developed a partnership with

Philadelphia Green, a program of the

Pennsylvania Horticultural Society.

Because an urban environment

is not always friendly for trees,

Norristown’s Council recognized the

need for expertise in nurturing the trees

they were planting and ensuring that

their trees would thrive. The Council

has hosted Tree Tenders programs

for municipal workers and residents.

They participated in TreeVitalize

initiatives and organized community

tree-planting sessions and they are also

reactivating the municipality’s Shade

Tree Commission to lay the foundation

for ongoing tree planting initiatives. N
All these efforts have resulted in )

environmental bonuses for Norristown,

but the Council is not finished. They

have developed park master plans which

focused on improving Norristown’s \l
network of neighborhood parks. Next

year the municipality will begin work
on an urban trail and greenway network
along the Stony Creek and Saw Mill Run
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corridors.

The trees and infrastructure
improvements in Norristown have
helped to make the municipality a more
attractive destination for visitors as well
as residents. Council’'s commitment to
reviving the stock of trees speaks to a
larger commitment to preserving one
of Pennsylvania’s most historic urban
centers. Artists and entrepreneurs,
drawn by the municipality’s energy and
optimism, are moving in and becoming
part of the bright green future of this
historic community on the Schuylkill
River



