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THE SKIPPACK AR. SYSTEM:

CONNECTING PEOPLEAILRS, AND COMMER

Imagine what our world would supervisors approached the creation of
look like today if our communities were the Skippack Trail System with numerous
designed with walkers in mind. “A city that constituencies in mind. There were the
outdistances man’s walking powers is a residents of the subdivisions around
trap,” Arnold Joseph Toynbee noted. When the village who would benefit from the
people can't get from where they are to expanded trail system and the connectors
where they want to be without mechanical to other county trails. There were trail
intervention, are they, in fact, trapped? Are users who were familiar with the county
they the captives of the buildings and street$rails and who were looking for ways
that surround them? Communities like to reach the village. And there were
Skippack Township are in transition. Where environmental concerns raised as well.
Skippack’s shops and restaurants were oncé@he supervisors didn't want a network of
surrounded by open fields and rolling hills, paved trails; instead they chose pervious
today they are in the middle of developmentasphalt, an environmentally friendly trail

Skippack Village was in the center composition that allows water to pass
of things, and yet, somehow cut off through instead of running off. In addition, #
from critical avenues of exploration there are vegetative swales and open- (
and contemplation. Increased housing bottom culverts designed to protect water o
developments were also near some of quality as well.
the region’s loveliest destinations. But the And the network continues to expand \

"

township lacked vital trail connectors to with projects such as resurfacing of the old h

treasures like Evansburg State Park and theEvansburg Road between Anders Road and

township’s flagship Palmer Park. Kratz Road. Future plans include a possible
Township supervisors saw opportunitiesextension of the trail system, linking the

to create avenues connecting people and current trail along the Perkiomen Creek

communities to parks and commerce. in a southeasterly direction toward Lower
They utilized PECO’s power line corridor  Providence Township.
to provide direct access to Montgomery Township Manager Ted Locker says

County’s Perkiomen Trail for several those working on the project have been
Skippack neighborhoods. Access now buoyed by the positive reactions and that
benefits residents of the Meadows at they’re working with other municipalities
Skippack, Hillendale, Skippack Ridge, in the region on comprehensive trall
and Hale Road. maps, even as they continue to make
The trail crosses Route 113 and links improvements on and around the
even more neigborhoods before it continuestownship’s trails. The Skippack Trail System
to Palmer Park. From Palmer Park, trail useis a product of vision and collaboration by
can walk through the natural wetlands, Skippack Township, Montgomery County’s
woodlands, and meadows of Cholet Farm, Planning Commission, the county’s
open space purchased by the Township. ThBepartment of Parks and Heritage Services,
trail eventually crosses Skippack Creek at trRECO Energy, Pennsylvania Department of
covered bridge in the heart of the village. = Environmental Protection and Pennsylvania
A project of this vision and magnitude Department of Conservation and Natural
requires planning. Skippack Township Resources.



