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	 Thoreau observed that an early 
morning walk is a blessing for the whole 
day. As development in our region 
changes our open space into housing 
and retail space, it can be hard to find 
places for uplifting walks, whether in 
the morning, the afternoon or evening.  
But development brings people, jobs, 
and tax revenues for the region, along 
with opportunities for cooperative 
preservation efforts. Visionary leaders 
seek ways to balance this development 
with preservation.
	 Upper Pottsgrove Township’s Open 
Space Plan has routinely called for 
preservation of sensitive natural features, 
along with creation of public and 
private open spaces and the development 
of pedestrian trails connecting 
communities. In 2006, the township 
worked with Rouse/Chamberlin Ltd. to 
build pedestrian trails through preserved 
open space flanking Rouse/Chamberlin’s 
Summer Grove and Chestnut Grove 
developments.  
	 The Goose Run Pedestrian Trail 
is a product of Rouse/Chamberlin’s 
generous donation of 15 acres of 
land along the Goose Run waterway. 
The township secured a Tree Vitalize 
Watershed grant from the Montgomery 
County Conservation District—a grant 
which funded planting of 200 trees and 
shrubs. Additionally, Rouse/Chamberlin 
and the Pottstown Area Health and 
Wellness Foundation donated money 
for design and construction of the 
trail. This public-private partnership, 
assisted by Montgomery County Lands 
Trust and the Montgomery County 
Planning Commission, achieved several 
goals that benefit the region. It created 
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neighborhood parks, as well as open 
space connections to greenways, 
fulfilled the township goal of providing 
opportunities for residents to experience 
the multiple benefits of outdoor 
activities. 
	 The township’s dedication to 
acquiring and preserving open space 
required significant support from 
residents, too. In 2006, residents voted 
for a local tax referendum that provides 
approximately $250,000 annually in 
funding for acquisition of open space. 
But funding only accomplished part 
of the township’s goal of balancing 
development and preservation. 
Protection of open space was built into 
the design of the proposed developments 
of Summer Grove and Chestnut Grove 
as a result of collaboration among the 
developers, the Township Planning 
Commission, and the Montgomery 
County Planning Commission. In order 
to ensure the protection of open space 
in the proposed Rouse/Chamberlin 
development, Upper Pottsgrove 
Township Commissioners approved 
waivers for the proposed design of the 
developments of Summer Grove and 
Chestnut Grove. The zoning board also 
granted variances for the proposed road 
construction, including realignment of a 
road connecting the two developments.
	 The Goose Run Pedestrian Walking 
Trail expands Upper Pottsgrove 
Township’s portfolio of open 
space achievements. The township 
has leveraged public and private 
partnerships to protect more than 200 
acres of land and they have identified 
another 100 acres for future protection. 
Thoreau would be proud.


