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Erdenheim Farm:

Centuries of Stewardship Preserve a Rare Jewel
	 The preservation of Erdenheim Farm 
was a stunning achievement by a coalition 
of individuals, community organizations, 
and government officials. This coalition 
worked together for more than nine 
years, unified in their desire to protect 
this historic property and continue the 
extraordinary legacy of the Dixon and 
Widener families. 
	 Encompassing 450 acres, Erdenheim 
Farm is the largest parcel of undeveloped 
land in southeastern Montgomery 
County. The land has been in continuous 
agricultural use since the time of William 
Penn, and it was identified as one of 
the highest preservation priorities in 
Pennsylvania. In 2001, the Whitemarsh 
Foundation was formed to coordinate 
what became known as The Campaign for 
Erdenheim Farm.  
	 The Foundation enlisted the 
support of numerous stakeholders in 
the preservation of Erdenheim Farm, 
including Whitemarsh Township, the 
Colonial School District, Montgomery 
County, the Pennsylvania Department 
of Conservation and Natural Resources, 
The Hill at Whitemarsh and numerous 
nonprofit organizations. The magnitude of 
this project brought complex challenges 
that the Foundation needed to overcome. 
These challenges required creativity as 
well as effective communication of the 
greater value inherent in preserving the 
land.
	 Tax Increment Financing (TIF) was 
used to preserve Erdenheim Farm. TIF 
is more traditionally used by developers 
to finance projects, but in this case the 
Foundation used TIF to purchase and 
preserve open space. With the Erdenheim 
Farm TIF, the taxing entities involved 
– Whitemarsh Township, the County, 

and Colonial School District – agreed 
to allow the incremental portion of the 
taxes to be used to fund the project. This 
group embraced the assumption that 
preservation will create greater value and 
more tax revenue than from the area being 
developed. 
	 All parties involved came together 
in a spirit of generosity and each had 
to sacrifice something to realize the 
overarching goal of preserving the farm.
	 As a result of the success of this 
project, Erdenheim Farm’s incomparable 
landscape will remain intact. The Cheviot 
sheep and Black Angus cattle will still 
be part of the scenery, thanks to the 
McCausland family who purchased the 
preserved land, the cooperation and 
generosity of the Dixon family and the 
willingness of Natural Lands Trust to sell 
the land they had owned for decades. The 
community benefits from the preservation 
of the viewshed offered by the farm, but 
also from the economic and environmental 
benefits of the property not being 
developed. New residential development 
will not burden the school district, 
additional traffic will not clog the roads, 
and additional runoff will not pollute the 
Wissahickon Creek.  
	 There are so many heroes in this 
success story that it would take a book to 
give each one the credit they deserve for 
preserving Erdenheim Farm. It was an 
achievement that brought many diverse 
constituencies to the table in a spirit of 
cooperation. And it would never have 
succeeded without the encouragement, 
support, and leadership of the members of 
the Whitemarsh Foundation, Whitemarsh 
Township, Montgomery County, Colonial 
School District, Natural Lands Trust, and 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.


